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Classic Cinema Conversations

In this conversation we will draw from Professor Jonathan Haidt's Moral Foundations Theory
(MFT) as he explains it in The Righteous Mind.  We discover elements of MFT in these classics to

help us move from polarization to solidarity in our civil society. 

M R .  S M I T H  G O E S  T O  W A S H I N G T O N  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  N O  W A Y  O U T  ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  &  1 2  A N G R Y  M E N  ( 1 9 5 7 )



CIV IC  LESSONS DRAMATIZED IN  
M R .  S M I T H  G O E S  T O  W A S H I N G T O N  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  N O  W A Y  O U T  ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,   

&  1 2  A N G R Y  M E N  ( 1 9 5 7 )

We are inspired to reflect on Civil Society and how to live in it together 

Care/Harm

Fairness/Cheating

Loyalty/Betrayal

Liberty/Oppression

Authority/Subversion

Sanctity/Degradation

The Elements of
Moral Foundations Theory

“The more you emphasize common

goals or interests, shared fate, and

common humanity, the more [people]

will see one another as fellow human

beings, treat one another well, and

come to appreciate one another’s

contribution to humanity.” 
-Lukianoff and Haidt in The Coddling of

the American Mind
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Examining the "Sanctity" and "Loyalty" Foundations in Mr. Smith

Our political  landscape
appears so bleak that

ordinary people are tempted
to just give up. How does
Saunders help Jeff and

inspire him to persevere in
pursuit of the common good?

"I guess this is just another lost
cause, Mr. Paine."

Reflect on how Jeff's words impact the conscience of Senator Paine.
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Examining the "Care" and "Sanctity" Foundations in No Way Out

How does the film No Way Out help us grow in understanding our
common humanity as a civic virtue that we must practice more than ever in

order to combat ideology on the one side and indifference on the other?
 

I can't kill a man just because
he hates me"
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"Moral communities are fragile things, hard to build and
easy to destroy....if you don't value moral capital, then you

wont foster values, virtues, norms, practices identities,
institutions, and technologies that increase it." 

-Jonathan Haidt, The Righteous Mind, Chapter 12
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Learning Humility through Civil Justice

Can you see any of these untruths present in the

characters or situations of 12 Angry Men? 
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contact information: 

educationalguidanceinstitute.com   &   egiatthemovies@gmail.com


